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Maybe you’ve got your eye on a cool new pair of frames, you 

had Lasik eye surgery or your child’s prescription changed yet 

again. Chances are, you’ve got a perfectly good pair of old 

glasses you can donate to the Lions Club. 

One big reason to donate your old glasses: You can easily 

change lives. Donating an old pair of glasses you have lying in a 

drawer costs you nothing and can make someone else's life 

much better. In addition to giving the gift of sight, donating old 

glasses allows you to declutter your home and divert a perfectly useful 

item from the dump! 

Where can you donate your old glasses? 

Here At All Saints! 

We have a glasses donation box in the back of the church. Karen 

Thompson envisions this to be a good project for us to help those in 

need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rhode Island Lions Sight Foundation (RILSF) was founded in 1961 

as a charitable arm of the Lions Clubs International, District 42, Rhode 

Island, USA. Their Mission is to provide assistance to the visually im-

paired persons in our communities by partnering with the RI Lions 

Clubs and by filling in the gaps where no local club is present.  
(The information in this article is excerpts from the RILSF web page.) 
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I was lonely and wanted to ring the  bell to let people know we are still 

here. And, then, I decided to go to each thing that we do, pause, and 

reflect on them. Now, you can do it too! Follow me! What’s first? Can 

you remember the order of service? Try, let me know how you do! 
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Barbara G. Portella, (Ruth), 88 passed away 

peacefully on January 26, 2020 at the West 

Shore Health Center in Warwick, RI. Barbara 

was the wife of the late Albino Portella for 63 

years. Born in Providence, she was the only 

child of the late Joseph Ruth and Rita Lincoln 

and step-daughter of Robert E. Lincoln.  

Barbara liked to bake and cook. She was a 

roller skater in her younger years. She loved camping and travel-

ing the United States with her husband. Barbara worked many 

jobs in her lifetime.  

She was the beloved mother of Albino Portella Jr. (Cam), Donna 

Pacheco (Manuel), Georgette Coakley (the late Timothy), Steven 

Portella (Cheryl) and the late David Portella; grandmother of 

Tina, Chris, David, Kelly, Jen, Joe and Mark; great grandmother to 

twelve.  

The family wishes to thank all throughout West Shore Health 

Center for their kindness and care shown to their Mom during 

her 6 1/2 years at the facility. A special thank you to Barbara’s in-

laws, Antonio and Dolores Mello, Rose Levesque and John Por-

tella. 

At the families wishes, services will be private. 
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When work on this issue of For All the Saints began, the focus was on 

how to include not only Lent, but Holy Week and Easter.  Then came 

the bombshell of the corona virus pandemic and everything changed.   

It changed for the whole world  around us; it changed for the Church 

everywhere; and it changed for you and for me. 

At the time of writing this, no one really knows how long the crisis will 

last. I trust we are all taking the wise precautions of staying in our 

homes, reducing going out to absolutely necessary tasks such as secur-

ing food or medicines. But that doesn’t mean we should have no con-

tact with others—just the opposite!  This is when our connection to 

others is vital because, as the Bible teaches us, we are members one of 

another. So pick up the telephone text or email—using whatever form 

of connection you prefer—and reach out to friends, fellow parishion-

ers and acquaintances, sharing prayers, thoughts, and encouragement.   

One of the traditional duties of Episcopal priests is praying the daily  

Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer and commemorating the many 

saints and holy days in the Church calendar. March 31
st

 is the Feast of 

Blessed John Donne, priest and poet  (1571-1631).  Among his power-

ful writings is a poem, the first line of which is a particularly timely  

message for all of us: “No man is an island.” 

For those not in vulnerable categories such as having compromised 

immune systems, advanced age, etc., let me suggest considering vol-

unteering to be a driver for Meals on Wheels. I understand doing so 

does not involve direct contact with others when you pick-up the food 

or when you leave it for the recipient, but for those depending on 

those meals, it matters hugely whether or not they come.  This is the 

time to reach out as well as to receive. 

   God bless you. 

Some Thoughts  from Father Al 
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Time is well spent preparing for Lent. 

Although I don’t think the Brittney Spears’ song “Oops...I did it again” 

was written about religion, the title does describe something that hap-

pens to me each week after Sunday services. 

During the Mass, I ask, and am granted, forgiveness of my sins. I am 

allowed to start out fresh, relieved of all burdens, and determined to 

be a better Christian. 

But then Monday comes. And oops, before I know what’s happened, I 

inevitably say or do something that causes me to fall short of that goal. 

That awareness might be depressing but for the knowledge that next 

Sunday I can once again confess my sins and be forgiven. 

We know that in Christ Jesus there is always forgiveness. There is 

never despair. There is always hope. 

That is what I am thinking about this Lenten Season. 

Fred 

It is very encouraging to be able to report that things are moving along 

at a rapid pace. Since the tenants at the rectory moved out on January 

31
st

, plans are in the works to have new tenants as soon as possible.  To 

this end we: 
 (1) realized we had a problem with the septic system and to 
correct this we had the plumbing system tied into the Warwick sewer 
system; 

 (2) hired Bob Gauthier (Bob) to completely clean-up the exte-

rior grounds.  This was a great improvement; 

 (3) hired Bob to clean and re-paint the interior walls and wood-

work at the rectory; 

 (4) are seeking proposals to have the rug in the lower section  

replaced—badly needed;                                                            Cont’d on Page 5                   
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Or is it “Match” Days? 

“Belated Wishes” 

February 24, Manuel Pacheco 

March 4, Donna Pacheco 

March 20, Richard Young 

March 21, Louise Liddle 

March 22, Marie Birch 

March 23, Patrick Moran 

March 31, Deb MarcAurele 

“On Time Wishes” 

April 8, Kerri Pacheco 

April 19, Fred Liddle 

April 27, Adrianna Pacheco 

May 5, Bea Ellinwood 

 

May 14, April MacNeil 

June 4, Skip Almon 

June 8, Joe MarcAurele 

June 29, Michael Croke 

July 1, Dan Spano 

July 4, Paul MarcAurele 

July 4, Zachary Pacheco 

July 6, Norm Ellinwood 

July  7, Karen Thompson 

July 10, Anna Caroulo 

July 13, MaryAnn Cummings 

July 21, Shirley Williams 

July 29, Hailey Silva 

             We now have a “90’s Club” at All Saints!  

From now on at our annual 

meeting parishioners who 

are 90 and older will auto-

matically become members of the ‘Club.’ 

2020 is the first year to admit its’ Charter 

members: Shirley Henlin, Hoot Smith and 

Anne Smith. We all joined in celebrating with 

singing Happy Birthday and loud cheering! 

Candy Gauvin for being our Plant Lady. You will 

see her going around with her watering can talk-

ing to (or is it singing to) our plants.  

April MacNeil for agreeing to be the Director of our Facebook page. 

   (Facebook.com  Log In  Search  All Saints Church In Pontiac) Check it Out! 

Marie Birch for agreeing to be our Parish Administrator. 

Zachary, Hailey and Brooke for bringing new life to our parish. 

Meredith MarcAurele for temporarily coming out of her retirement . 

Fred Liddle for being promoted to Chief of Photography. 
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 (5) and, have solicited two bids to replace the rectory roof.  It 

is worth noting that the rectory was built in 1952 and to my knowl-

edge, in all that time, the roof shingles have never been replaced. 

At this time we lack the funds necessary to complete these projects. 

Our Parish Administrator,  Marie Birch, is putting together all the pro-

posals (for the roof, sewer hookup, interior cleaning and painting,  ex-

terior clean-up and  rug replacement) and will submit a request to the 

Diocese for a grant to help with these expenditures. 

We will keep our fingers crossed and our hopes up high. 

At the church, work is moving along with the installation of the Emer-

gency Lighting System and this should be completed soon. 

Hoot 

               

 

Coming out of Retirement....... 

Meredith MarcAurele had a very short-lived retirement and will re-

sume her role as treasurer for the time being. If you know of anyone 

who would be willing to volunteer a few hours a month, has a basic 

understanding of bookkeeping/accounting and is proficient at Excel, 

please contact Meredith at meredithmarcaurele@gmail.com. 

Dear All Saints, 

Thank you so much for the continued relationship between 

our organizations. Our fall programs have been small, but 

they are preparing the way for the much bigger winter & 

spring programs. Having a regular space makes such a 

great burden lifted. 

Bright blessings, Dr. Jessica Grey, Imaginorium 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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When our beloved Tracy Robbins died, I was asked to 

identify something which could be a memorial to one 

who had been such a faithful sister in Christ and 

member of the parish. As I pondered what might pos-

sibly fit that description, it came to me that rather 

than something given “in her memory,” it would be 

even better to find something which celebrates the 

very special person she was—and is—in the Larger 

Life promised by our Lord. That, in turn, brought to mind an awareness 

that since the founding of All Saints Church in 1888, there have been 

so many others, both priests and layfolk, who, in their generations, like 

Tracy, quietly and beautifully served God. In that light, I searched for 

something which would be a tangible expression of thankfulness to 

God for them all. 

One of the traditional identifying marks in Episcopal churches is a Cross 

which proclaims our faith in Jesus the Christ.  Although we had a small 

Cross, its location at the foot of the impressive large stained glass win-

dow with its size and strong colors, and the fact that the priest at the 

Altar completely blocks that Cross from view made the Cross almost 

invisible.   

While searching for a tribute to Tracy and others, looking at the  Cross 

on the cover of our missalettes, I thought “This could be it!”  Shortly 

after that, I was showing the picture of the Cross to a good friend who 

was so taken with the idea that he wrote a generous check to make it 

possible!  The result was commissioning a studio in Italy to produce 

the Cross. Hand carved of linden wood, it will hang in the sanctuary 

where all can see it without obscuring the stained glass window. A 

“photo shopped” depiction of how it will look is on the cover of this 

issue of the newsletter. When the present corona virus crisis is over 

and we can return to gathering together to celebrate the Eucharist, we 

will bless the new Cross and share in thanking God for Tracy and all the 

others.                   

     Fr. Al                                                                                                                                
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 some terms beginning with “J, “K” &“L.”  

Jesus - From the Greek form of the Hebrew name “Joshua” which 

means “Savior.” 

Jurisdiction - The spiritual responsibility and authority over a diocese 

given to bishops at their consecration, and to priests who are pastors 

of parishes. 

Kneeling - A bodily posture traditionally associated with humility and 

reverence when praying.  

Kyrie Eleison - Greek for “Lord have mercy.” It is the response to the 

petitions in Form V of the Prayers of the People. During the season of 

Lent, the Kyrie replaces the “Gloria in excelsis” in Mass. 

Laity - From the Greek for “people.” The “Outline of the Faith,” com-

monly called the Catechism, teaches us that “ministers of the Church 

are lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons” (BCP p. 855). In other 

words, all who have been baptized are ministers, whether in the Holy 

Orders of bishops, priests. or deacons or not. 

Lavabo - From the Latin for “I will wash.” Words from Psalm 26:6 tradi-

tionally recited while water is poured over the priest’s fingers as part 

of the Offertory at Mass. 

Lectern - The stand upon which the Bible portions to be read are 

placed. 

Lectionary - The table of Bible passages to be used at celebrations of 

the Eucharist and/or the Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer. 

Lent - From the Saxon for “Spring” a 40 day period of preparation for 

the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Lord’s Prayer - The prayer taught to his disciples by Jesus. 

Lord’s Supper - A name used in some places for the Mass. 

Compiled by Fr. Al 
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The Women’s Group meet every other week after Mass on Sunday. 

We continue to evolve in the process of getting to know one another, 

sharing spiritual experiences and beliefs, supporting one another’s hu-

manity, and being grateful for God’s love.  

Our outreach project for House of Hope, Socks and Undies Sundays, 

was a huge success—1,196 items were given. We thank each and eve-

ryone who supported us in this ministry.         The Women’s Group                     

Dear Fr. Al, Thank you for your support of 

House of Hope. Your continuous monthly 

drive for undergarments is deeply appreci-

ated. All donations received are used di-

rectly to support those we serve. 

Sincerely, Melissa Behm 

House of Hope 

Fr. Al,                                  February 13, 2020 

I wanted to let you know I have enjoyed my serving at your 

masses. During seminary I was a somewhat 

high church Episcopalian. In His ways God saw 

fit to place me in the lowest of parishes in the 

Diocese. It was pleasant therefore to have 

bells, elevations, smells, shrines, etc. as my 

final liturgical assignment. 

Jackie and I celebrated our 52nd  wedding anniversary this past 

Tuesday and with the help of the parish’s wonderful gift  we 

were able to observe it at our  favorite “go to” restaurant. 

Please pass along our thanks to the parish. 

Please take care of yourself. I have discovered in the short time 

away that there are many ways to serve our Lord.  Enjoy the 

good health given you. 

I remain your brother in Christ, Skip 

                   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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“Now if I were the pastor—” 
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Greetings!  First and foremost we would like 

to thank the 8 AM early risers, Father Al and 

the All Saints community for welcoming us so 

lovingly. We have been searching for a place 

to celebrate and we are thrilled to have 

found All Saints.  Honestly, it is not by coinci-

dence that we found this parish. Dan, as a 

childhood member of the Christ Church choir 

(Westerly), visited this parish with his mother 

as a  young boy and was asked to play the 

organ, which, of course, he did!  It was a 

“coming back” to something familiar for Dan.  I was raised in the 

Catholic Church and after my marriage to my beloved, Dan, struggled 

to feel a sense of belonging with my former church and eagerly agreed 

to try All Saints. 

We were married in 2016 and together have a blended family of 

6 daughters, ranging in age from 16-24 years.  Yes, 6 daughters! 

They are all completing  either  undergraduate or graduate level 

studies except for our youngest who attends The Greene School 

in West Greenwich and our oldest who has graduated and 

teaches English at Toll Gate High School. Dan is a retired teacher, 

musician and Military Veteran.  He was raised in Pawcatuck, CT 

and lived most of his life in the Westerly, RI area. I am a Child 

Development Manager for CHILD, Inc., a Head Start early-

learning agency. I was raised in Framingham, MA and moved to 

my family’s summer home in RI after college which eventually 

led to a teaching position at St. Pius X School in Westerly where 

Dan and I first met. 

When we are not traveling we enjoy quiet time at home with 

our new puppy, Seven, our seventh child! Our amazing journey 

has lead us to the Warwick area and we are grateful for the 

sense of belonging and peace that we find every time we enter 

the big, red door to All Saints. We are truly blessed!  

 

Stefanie & Dan Spano 
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 Arlene Orcutt 

I was born and raised in New York City and 

have one sister. I met my husband while we 

were both attending college in Rhode Island, 

and we married shortly after graduation.  He 

began working as a salesman for the Gorham 

Silver Company, and during that time we had 

two children, a daughter and son. 

That job took us to many different places to 

live including New Jersey, Seattle, and Mary-

land. We had the opportunity to see much of 

America.  My husband's favorite trip was a 

two week trip to Montana. He loved how beautiful that part of the 

country was and how undisturbed. 

He was promoted into a management position in Rhode Island so we 

came here to live, and my children grew up here. It was wonderful to 

be back as my sister was here with her family. My husband was diag-

nosed with prostrate cancer which over the course of the following 

years became invasive, and he died six years ago.  

My professional life was twenty three years at The Miriam Hospital, 

and I retired as a Human Resources Manager. Shortly after my hus-

band's death I started working as a tour guide at the Newport Man-

sions. It has been an unbelievable experience where I have learned so 

much about architecture, history, and The Gilded Age and met many 

new friends, most of them book lovers like myself. 

All Saints has been a blessing also as I just wandered in to see the 

stained glass windows and found myself so welcomed that I stayed. 

Being a book lover I also run a book club at Pontiac Library where I am 

also on the Board of Directors.  At this stage of my life I am filled with 

gratitude for this life I have been given...loving family, good books, fun 

job, and this very special church. 

 

 


